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Origins of Local Governments
• Just as the United States is to subdivided into 





 , the state of Georgia is subdivided into 






.

• Georgia’s first permanent state constitution________________

_____________________________, established the states first 




(Wilkes, Richmond, Burke, Effingham, Chatham, Liberty, Glenn, and Camden)
• The headquarters of county government is called 











• The state of Georgia is subdivided into 




, so each county contains multiple cities…

• Georgia’s first cities originated in areas that were 










• A city’s purpose is to provide 


 beyond those provided by the 



 
- police protection
- fire protection
- garbage collection
- water services
- administer state programs
Purpose of Local Governments  

• The original purpose of GA counties was to















.

• Over the years, county responsibilities have



























.

• Most counties in the U.S. are governed by an elected board of





. GA is the 

 state in the U.S. that allows counties to choose between a 

 commissioner or a 



 of commissioners.

• As of 2010, 


 GA counties are governed by a 






.

Purpose of Local Governments  

There are significant differences between counties and cities…
1. Origins: Counties are created by the 








, while cities are 

















.
2. Services: Counties and cities must 











, in order to avoid duplication. 3. Form of Government: Counties have a county commission while cities have one of three government forms


- 





Council


- 





Council


- 






Purpose of Local Governments  
• In addition to County and City government, GA also has a form of local government, established by cities or counties to meet specific needs, called 














…

• Special-Purpose Administrations are funded by 




   (not taxes).

• Special Purpose Administrations are flexible, can provide services










, and concentrate on a single need.

Funding and Spending
• Local governments generate revenue for programs   









.
• Spending decisions are 











of the municipalities and counties
• Spending decisions are 








and whether referendums are 







.
•  






, such as inflation, economic downturns, interest rates and competition among local governments, all can 















. 
